WHAT IS C LATMED T.q ■ 

1. An electronic scale integrally formed within a piece 
of office eckiipment, comprising: 

a platform for supporting an item; and 
a weighing unit mounted at least partially within a 
housing of saic^ piece of office equipment, said weighing unit 
including: 

at leas^ one support member in contact with said 
platform, at least a portion of said platform being exposed 
along ah exteriop surface of said housing, and 

a force trai^s^^ucer mounted within said housing at a 



position adjacent /$ai< 
impinging upon ffaiX 



placed on said 5flatf\ 
output a weight feignal 



support member, said support member 



force transducer when said item is 
rm to cause said force transducer to 
indicative of a weight of said item. 



2. The electronic scaleXof claim 1, wherein said weighing 
unit includes, a pivot mount f ixe^ to an interior surface of said 
housing, said support member having a first end rotatably 
connected to said pivot mount and\a second end in contact with 
a bottom surface of said platfdgcm, said force transducer 
outputting said weight signal when s^d support member impinges 
upon said force transducer under weigfit of said item on said 
platform. 



3. The electronic scale of claim 2, wherein said housing 
of said piece of office equipment includes aNoase, and wherein 
said pivot mount is fixed to an interior surface \Df said base and 
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tbe second end of said support member is connected to said 
pl^^tform through a slot in said base. 

The electronic scale of claim 1, wherein said piece of 
of f iceXequipment is one selected from the group consisting of a 
flat-pa\el display unit, a CRT monitor, a CPU unit, and a 
printer. 



5. Thfe electronic scale of claim 1, wherein said piece of 
office equipment is a CRT monitor having a display screen, and 
wherein said weighing unit includes two support members and two 
pivot mounts f ixecL to an interior surface of said housing, each 
of said support meTi\f/ers\ having a first end rotatably connected 



to a respective o; 
connected to one ol 



force transducer out puttS 



members move under 



two 



pivot mounts and a second end 
opposing sides of said platform, said 
ig said weight signal when said support 



veightXof said item on said platform. 



6. The electronic scaleVof claim 5, wherein the second end 
of said two support members are rsptatably connected to respective 
ones of said pivot mounts to allow, said platform to rotate into 
a level position. 



7. The electronic scale of claq.m 5, wherein said two 
support members include a third support m^^er, disposed beneath 
said platform, for connecting said two supj^rt arms, said third 
support member impinging upon said force transducer under weight 
of said item on said platform. 
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8. The electronic scale of claim 1, wherein said support 
member is removably connected to said platform, to thereby allow 
at le'^st a second platform of different dimensions to be 
connect^ to said support member. 

Ve electronic scale of claim 1, further comprising: 
a cJgisplay mounted to the housing of said piece of 
office equipment^; and 

signal \ines for conveying said weight signal to said 
display so that saxd display displays the weight of said item. 



10 . The elect! 



forms a bottom surfcce o 



*onj 



scale of claim 1, wherein said platform 



a container having side walls connected 



to said platform fcr holding said item. 

11. The electronic scalV of claim 1, wherein said piece of 
office equipment is a printer h^ing a discharge area for holding 
paper after printing, said pl\tform located adjacent said 
discharge area, and 

wherein said weighing unit\is within said printer and 
includes a pivot mount fixed to an inteisd.or surface of said area, 
said support member having a first endNrotatably connected to 
said pivot mount and a second end in coLntact with a bottom 
surface of said platform, said force transdu)s^r outputting said 
weight signal when said support member impinges, upon said force 
transducer under weight of said item on said platiform. 
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\12 . The electronic scale of claim 1, wherein said piece of 
of f ice. equipment is a printer having a discharge area for holding 
paper a^ter printing, 

v^herein said weighing unit is within said printer and 
includes a\pivot mount fixed to an interior surface of said area, 
said suppork member having a first end rotatably connected to 
said pivot mbunt and a second end in contact with a bottom 
surface of saic^ platform, and 

whereik said platform is at least substantially co- 
extensive with said discharge area, so that when said paper is 
discharged from sai^ ^^irtter said paper is in a position to be 
weighed while resting i:i said discharge area, said force 
transducer outputtiiM" said weight signal when said support member 
impinges upon said jporc^^t^nsducer under weight of said item on 
said platform. 



13 . An electronic sca\e integrally formed within a housing 
of a piece of office equipment, comprising: 

a platform for suppcixting an item; 

a weighing unit mounted at least partially within a 
housing of said piece of office i^quipment, said weighing unit 
including : 

a force transducer mountedXwithin said housing at a 
position underneath said platf orm,\ and 

two support members for support obng said platform, each 
of said two support members having a f 3irst end connected to 
said platform and a second end mounted\^ to^ an interior of 
said housing, said support members deflect^ing to allow said 
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\platform to impinge upon said force transducer when said 
i^em is placed on said platform, said force transducer 
ouDputting weight signals corresponding to a weight of said 
itetA 

14. The\electronic scale of claim 13, further comprising: 
two bias springs mounted on respective ones of said two 

support members , \said >ias springs compressing to allow said 
platform to impinge\ipon sakd force transducer when said item is 
placed on said platfogn, 

15. The electronic \cale\^f claim 13, wherein said piece 
of office equipment is one selected from the group consisting of 
a printer and a CRT unit . \ 

16. A system for computing, a postal or carrier rate, 
comprising: \ 

a piece of office equipment\ 

an electronic scale integral lyXformed within a housing 
of said piece of office equipment, said electronic scale 
including: \ 

(a) a platform for supporting an icem; and 

(b) a weighing unit mounted at least partially within 
the housing of said piece of offioe equipment, 
said weighing unit including: \ 
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(i) at least one support member in contact with 
said platform, at least a portion of said 
platform being exposed along an exterior 
surface of said housing, and 

(ii) a force transducer mounted within said 
housing at a position adjacent said support 
member, said support member impinging upon 
said force transducer when said item is 

on said platform to cause said force 
transducer to output a weight signal 
live of a weight of said item; and 
a processor f oryApott^uting a postal or carrier rate for 
said item based on said /we^obbsignal . 

17. The system of claimV^/ further comprising: 

a printer for printi\ig one of a label or envelope 
bearing a mark. indicative of saia\postal or carrier rate. 



18. A method for computing ^ postal or carrier rate, 
comprising: 

integrating an electronic sca^^e into a housing of a 
piece of office eq[uipment; 

weighing an item on said electroni\^ scale to derive a 
weight signal ; 

conveying a weight signal to a proces^r^ 

entering at least one parameter relating to a method 
of delivering said item; 
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cohrouting a postal or carrier rate based on said weight 
signal and saickat least one parameter. 

19. The methoXof clOhi 18, further comprising: 
printing oneVpf a label or envelope bearing a mark 

indicative of said postajNor darrier rate. 

1} 

20, The method of claim 18/\^erein said computing step is 
performed in accordance with a compb^r program which causes a 
computer display to generate at leastNone display screen for 
allowing a user to enter said at least\one parameter upon 
request, said computer further causing said conrouter display to 
display a weight of said item and said postal or carrier rate. 



